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The Destruction of Truth in Education

It is important to pay attention to the controversy in schools regarding the Common Core Standards and the

accompanying "tests". They should be aware that the philosophy behind a "standards based" education system has

shifted the content of the curriculum away from the teaching of skills, abilities, facts, and truth. It has been replaced

with a system of standards and assessments leading the mind toward a process of thinking where consensus and

persuasive arguments are more valuable than the absolute correct answer.

Below is an example from the website of the "test" creators Smarter Balanced Assessment:

Grade 4 Mathematics Short-Text Response
from 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test
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Liam is making lemonade. He needs 16 ounces of lemon juice.
He has 10 lemons.
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Each lemon makes about 1% ounces of lemon juice.

Will he have enough lemon juice? Explain how you know.
The correct answer is yes Liam has B I U/|ELAE = -E “ % Q
enough lemons AND the correct answer
is no he does not have enough lemons Sample Top-Score Responses:
depending on how you explain your Sample 1
answer. Questions like these on the Liam does not have enough lemon juice. Ten lemons makes about 15 ounces

Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA)
force the curriculum to focus on how you
think about an answer regardless of one
correct answer. The writing portions of
the SBA do not require absolute
correctness in spelling, punctuation, or

grammar.

since 10 x 1 1/2 = 15. This is less than the 16 ounces he needs.

Sample 2

Liam might have enough lemon juice. Since each lemon makes about 1 1/2
ounces of lemon H‘uice 10 lemons is about 15 ounces (10 x 1 1/2 = 15). If the
10 lemons are a little bit bigger than normal, it is possible that he can get the
16 ounces that he needs.




